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Detailed Action 
Claim Rejections- 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable over US 
PG-Pub 2002/01 1 1896 to Ben-Levy et al. (Hereinafter "Ben") . 

Regarding Claims 1, 2, 5, and 6: 

Ben teaches a method of trading in an online market, the online market 
comprising a user and a plurality of trading parties, each trading party trying to strike a 
trading deal with the user, the user specifying thereof requirements for initiating trading 
in the online market, the method comprising the steps of: 

executing at least one trading mechanism to arrive at trading offers, the trading 
offers being submitted by the trading parties based on the requirements of the user; 
(See paragraph 87) 

selecting at least one trading offer from the trading offers arrived at said step a of 
executing; (See p. 106, 107) 

invoking bilateral negotiations to arrive at customized trading offers, the bilateral 
negotiations being invoked with the trading parties whose trading offers were selected 
at said step of selecting, said step of invoking further comprising: 
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contacting trading parties whose trading offers are selected for the negotiations; 
(See p. 105) 

agreeing upon a protocol for conducting the negotiations; (See p. 80) 
exchanging offers as per the agreed protocol; (See p. 86, 105, 108) 
concluding the negotiation process as per the agreed protocol; (See p. 114) 
repeating said steps of executing, selecting, and invoking until customized 

trading offers are arrived at; (See p. 80, 86, 105 and 1 14) 

evaluating the customized trading offers; (See p. 1 1 1 , 108) 

concluding trading deals on the basis of the evaluated trading offers, whereby 

trading mechanisms and bilateral negotiations are combined. (See p. 114) 

Regarding Claims 3 and 10: 

Ben further teaches the step of exchanging offers comprises the steps of: 
receiving offers from the trading parties; (See p. 106, 107) 
evaluating the received offers; (See p. 108, 1 1 1 ) 

generating counter-offers on the basis of evaluated offers; (See p. 105, 108) 
sending counter-offers to the respective trading parties; (See p. 105, 108) 
repeating said steps of receiving, evaluating, generating, and sending in 

accordance with the agreed upon protocol. (See p. 105, 106, 107, 108, 111) 

Regarding Claim 4: 

Ben further teaches the online market is a regulated online market, the online 

market being regulated to increase trading efficiency of the online market, the trading 

efficiency of the online market being governed by the number of trading parties that 
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strike a trading deal. (See p. 80-84) 
Regarding Claim 7: 

Ben teaches a system suitable for trading in an online market, the online market 
comprising a user and a plurality of trading parties, the system connected to a plurality 
of clients, the user specifying thereof requirements for initiating trading in the online 
market using a client, the system comprising: a server for enabling the trading in the 
online market, the server comprising: 

means for executing at least one trading mechanism to arrive at trading offers, 
the trading offers being submitted by the trading parties based on the requirements of 
the user; (See paragraph 87) 

means for selecting at least one trading offer from the trading offers submitted by 
the trading parties; (See p. 106, 107) 

means for invoking bilateral negotiations to arrive at customized trading offers, 
the bilateral negotiations being invoked with the trading parties whose trading offers 
were selected; (See p. 114, 105) 

means for evaluating the customized trading offers; (See p. 108, 1 1 1 ) 

means for concluding trading deals based on_the evaluated trading offers. (See 
p. 114) 

Regarding Claim 8: 

Ben further teaches the server further comprises: 

a repository containing information related to the requirements of trading parties; 
(See p. 43) 
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a repository containing information related to the past trading deals; (See p. 43) 
a repository containing information related to the trading parties. (See p. 43) 

Regarding Claim 9: 

Ben further teaches means for invoking the bilateral negotiations comprises: 
means for contacting trading parties whose trading offers are selected for the 

negotiations; (See p. 47) 

means for agreeing upon a protocol for conducting the negotiations; (See p. 106, 

107) 

means for exchanging offers as per the agreed upon protocol; (See p. 106, 107) 

means for concluding the negotiation process as per the agreed upon protocol. 
(See p. 114) 
Regarding Claim 11: 

Ben teaches a system suitable for trading in an online market, the online market 
comprising a user and a plurality of trading parties, the system connected to at least one 
server, the system comprising: 

a plurality of clients, the clients enabling the trading in the online market, each 
client comprising: 

means for specifying the requirements, the requirements being specified by the 
user to initiate trading in the online market; (See paragraph 87) 

means for executing at least one trading mechanism to arrive at trading offers, 
the trading offers being submitted by the trading parties based on the requirements of 
the user; (See paragraph 87) , 
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means for selecting at least one trading offer from the trading offers submitted by 
the trading parties; (See p. 106, 107) 

means for invoking bilateral negotiations to arrive at customized trading offers, 
the bilateral negotiations being invoked with the trading parties whose trading offers 
were selected, (See p. 1 14, 105) 

means for evaluating the customized trading offers; (See p. 108, 1 1 1 ) 

means for concluding trading deals based on the evaluated trading offers. (See 
p. 114) 

Regarding Claim 12: 

Ben teaches a computer program product suitable for trading in an online market, 
the online market comprising a user and a plurality of trading utilities, the computer 
program product comprising: 

program instruction means for executing at least one trading mechanism to arrive 
at trading offers, the trading offers being submitted by the trading parties based on the 
requirements of the user; (See paragraph 87) 

program instruction means for selecting at least one trading offer from the trading 
offers submitted by the trading parties; (See p. 106, 107) 

program instruction means for invoking bilateral negotiations to arrive at 
customized trading offers, the bilateral negotiations being invoked with the trading 
parties whose trading offers were selected; (See p. 114, 105) 

program instruction means for evaluating the customized trading offers; (See p. 
108, 111) 
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program instruction means for concluding trading deals based on of the 
evaluated trading offers. (See p. 1 14) 
Regarding Claim 13: 

Ben further teaches the program instruction means for invoking the bilateral 
negotiations comprises: 

program instruction means for contacting parties whose trading offers are 
selected for the negotiations; (See p. 47) 

program instruction means for agreeing upon a protocol for conducting the 
negotiations; (See p. 106, 107) 

program instruction means for exchanging offers as per the agreed upon 
protocol; (See p. 106, 107) 

program instruction means for concluding the negotiation process as per the 
agreed upon protocol. (See p. 114) 
Regarding Claim 14: 

Ben further teaches the program instruction means for exchanging offers 
comprises: 

program instruction means for receiving offers from the trading parties; (See p. 
106, 107) 

program instruction means for evaluating offers received from the trading parties; 
(See p. 108, 111) 

program instruction means for generating counter-offers on the basis of 
evaluated offers; (See p. 105, 108) 
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program instruction means for sending the generated counter-offers to respective 
trading parties. (See p. 105, 108) 
Regarding Claim 15: 

Ben teaches a computer program product suitable for trading in ma online 
market, the online market comprising a user and a plurality of trading parties, the 
computer program product comprising: 

program instruction means for executing at least one trading mechanism to arrive 
at trading offers, the trading offers being submitted by the trading parties based on the 
requirements of the user, further details of the program instructions associated with the 
server; (See paragraph 87) 

program instruction means for selecting at least one trading offer from the trading 
offers submitted by the trading parties, further details of the program instructions 
associated with the Server; (See p. 106, 107) 

program instruction means for invoking bilateral negotiations to arrive at 
customized trading offers, the bilateral negotiations being invoked with the trading 
parties whose trading offers were selected, further details of the program instructions 
associated with the server; (See p. 1 14, 105) 

program instruction means for evaluating the customized trading offers, further 
details of the program instructions associated with the server; ; (See p. 108, 111) 

program instruction means for concluding trading deals based on the evaluated 
trading offers, further details of the program instructions associated with the server. 
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(See p. 114) 
Regarding Claim 16: 

Ben teaches a computer program product suitable for trading in an online 
market, the online market comprising a user and a plurality of trading parties, the 
computer program product comprising: 

program instruction means for executing at least one trading mechanism to arrive 
at trading offers, the trading offers being submitted by the trading parties based on the 
requirements of the user, further details of the program instructions associated with the 
client; (See paragraph 87) 

program instruction means for selecting at least one trading offer from the trading 
offers submitted by the trading parties, further details of the program instructions 
associated with the client; (See p. 106, 107) 

program instruction means for invoking bilateral negotiations to arrive at 
customized trading offers, the bilateral negotiations being invoked with the trading 
parties whose trading offers were selected, further details of the program instructions 
associated with the client; (See p. 1 14, 105) 

program instruction means for evaluating the customized trading offers, further 
details of the program instructions associated with the client; (See p. 1 08, 1 1 1 ) 

program instruction means for concluding trading deals based on the evaluated 
trading offers, further details of the program instructions associated with the client. (See 
p. 114) 

Regarding Claim 17: 
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Ben teaches a computer program product suitable for trading in an online market, 
the online market comprising a user and a plurality of trading parties, the computer 
program product comprising: 

program instruction means for executing at least one trading mechanism to arrive 
at trading offers, the trading offers being submitted by the trading parties based on the 
requirements of the user; (See paragraph 87) 

program instruction means for selecting at least one trading offer from the trading 
offers submitted by the trading parties; (See p. 106, 107) 

program instruction means for invoking bilateral negotiations to arrive at 
customized trading offers, the bilateral negotiations being invoked with the trading 
parties whose trading offers were selected, program instruction means for invoking at 
least one bilateral negotiations comprising: (See p. 114, 105) 

program instruction means for contacting trading parties whose trading offers are 
selected for the negotiations; (See p. 47) 

program instruction means for agreeing upon a protocol for conducting the 
negotiations; (See p. 80) 

program instruction means for exchanging offers as per the agreed upon 
protocol; (See p. 1 14, 1 05) 

program instruction means for concluding the negotiation process as per the 
agreed upon protocol; 

program instruction means for evaluating the customized trading offers; (See p. 
108,111) 
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program instruction means for concluding trading deals based on the evaluated 
trading offers. (See p. 1 14) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James A. Vezeris whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1580. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-alt. Fridays 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Dixon can be reached on 571-272-6803. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

James Vezeris 
Patent Examiner 

October 16, 2007 





